CHEROKEE COUNTY
COMMISSIONER MINUTES

110 W. Maple St, Room 109, Columbus, KS 66725
Date: Monday July 20, 2026
Time: 9:00 A.M.

CONVENE

Chair Cory Moates called the regular session of the Cherokee County Board of Commissioners (the Board), to order at 9:00
AM on Monday, July 20, 2026, in the Commission Room, #109 of the Cherokee County Courthouse located at 110 W Maple
St., Columbus, Kansas. County Deputy Clerk Michelle Mosler opened the meeting with prayer followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance. Commissioners Cory Moates, Jack Garner, Myra Frazier, Assistant County Counselor Ethan Manke, Intern Abbie
Miller, County Deputy Clerk Michelle Mosler, Road and Bridge Supervisor Jr. Neal, Kathryn Harrington, Loren Harding,
George Lockwood, Steve Perry, Emergency Management Director Lyle Grandy, Thomas Niegisch with the Columbus News
Report, and Galena Sentinel Times Editor Machelle Smith were present.

APP INUTES
Commissioner Frazier moved to approve the minutes as presented from the July 13, 2026, meeting. Commissioner Garner
seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

APPROVAL OF P L
Commissioner Moates moved to approve the payroll as presented. Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed
unanimously.

APPROVAL OF PAYABLES
Commissioner Frazier moved to approve the payables as presented. Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed
unanimously.

ROAD AND BRIDGE

e Road and Bridge Supervisor Jr. Neal provided an update on current projects.

e George Lockwood voiced concerns about brush overgrowth on intersection of SE 60'" Street & Lostine Road. Jr. Neal
will look into the matter.

e Commissioner Moates moved to allow Road and Bridge Supervisor Jr. Neal to give all Road and Bridge employees a
$1.00 per hour pay raise, effective August 1, 2026. Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

e Commissioner Moates moved to approve the hire of Shannon Taft as Utility Operator, effective July 20, 2026, at a
rate of $18.00 per hour. Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

e Commissioner Moates moved to authorize Road and Bridge Supervisor Jr. Neal to sign the annual bridge inspection
agreement with Kirkham Michael Consulting Engineers. Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed
unanimously.

RIVERTON BIDS
Commissioner Moates moved to sign the lease agreement with Steven Perry for the FEMA lease at 7678 SE Watermelon
Lane, Galena, KS 66739. Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

AAE APPROVAL
Commissioner Moates moved to approve the Chair signing the AAE as presented. Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion

passed unanimously.
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REVENUE NEUTRAL RATE
Commissioner Moates moved to approve the Chair signing the intent to exceed the Revenue Neutral Rate (RNR) for the 2027

budget. Commissioner Frazier seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

EMERGENCY MAN T
e Emergency Management Director Lyle Grandy provided an update on the FEMA process and code enforcements.
e Lyleinformed the Board of a $35,000 grant for which the county has been pre-approved to replace and update failing
septic systems.

BUDGET WORKSHOP
The Board worked on the 2027 county budgets.

ATTORNEY-CLIENT EXECUTIVE SESSION

Commissioner Frazier moved to enter into a 5-minute executive session for attorney-client communication with the Board and
Assistant County Counselor Ethan Manke present. The session was set to return at 11:33 a.m. Commissioner Moates
seconded. Motion passed unanimously. No action was taken.

BUDGET WORKSHOP NUED
The Board worked on the 2027 county budgets.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Commissioner Moates moved to increase Maintenance Director Mike Thomas’s credit card limit to $6,000 to enable him to
purchase a transfer switch for the Health Department at a cost of $5,749. Commissioner Frazier seconded. Motion passed
unanimously.

BUDGET WORKSHOP ED
The Board worked on the 2027 county budgets.

NON-ELECTED PERSONNEL EXECUTIVE SESSION

Commissioner Moates moved to enter into a 5-minute executive session for non-elected personnel with the Board and
Emergency Management Director Lyle Grandy present. The session was set to return at 3:41 p.m. Commissioner Garner
seconded. Motion passed unanimously. No action was taken.

ADJOURNMENT
At 3:57 p.m., Commissioner Frazier moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed

unanimously.

ATTEST: Resolved and ordered this 27 day of June 2026.
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