CHEROKEE COUNTY
COMMISSIONER MINUTES

110 W. Maple St, Room 109, Columbus, KS 66725
Date: Monday July 13, 2026
Time: 9:00 A.M.

CONVENE

Chair Cory Moates called the regular session of the Cherokee County Board of Commissioners (the Board), to order at 9:00
AM on Monday, July 13, 2026, in the Commission Room, #109 of the Cherokee County Courthouse located at 110 W Maple
St., Columbus, Kansas. Commissioner Frazier opened the meeting with prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Commissioners Cory Moates, Jack Garner, Myra Frazier, Assistant County Counselor Ethan Manke, Intern Abbie Miller,
County Deputy Clerk Michelle Mosler, Road and Bridge Supervisor Jr. Neal, Register of Deeds Karen Johnston, Kathryn
Harrington, Gerald Messer, Loren Harding, Thomas Niegisch with the Columbus News Report, and Galena Sentinel Times
Editor Machelle Smith were present.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Commissioner Garner moved to approve the minutes as presented from the July 3, 2026, meeting. Commissioner Moates
seconded. Motion passed unanimously, with Commissioner Frazier abstaining.

ROAD AND BRIDGE

e Road and Bridge Supervisor Jr. Neal provided an update on storm and flood damage.

e Commissioner Moates moved to approve the purchase of plastic culvert pipes from Bo’s 1 Stop and metal culvert
pipes from Welborn Sales, Inc., to be paid from the Federal Exchange Money Fund. Commissioner Garner
seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

¢ Commissioner Moates moved to approve the hire of David May as Utility Operator, effective July 7, 2026, at a rate of
$17.00 per hour. Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

e Commissioner Moates moved to increase Robert Baumann’s salary from $17.00 to $18.00 per hour, effective July 13,
2026. Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

e Commissioner Moates moved to increase Darrick Fullerton’s salary from $16.00 to $17.00 per hour, effective July 13,
2026. Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

2027 ROAD AND BRIDGE BUDGET REVIEW
The Board reviewed the proposed 2027 budget with Road and Bridge Supervisor Jr. Neal.

ACH TRANSFER
Commissioner Moates moved to approve an ACH transfer to NCL Financial for the annual road grader payment in the
amount of $605,920.20. Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

2027 SHERIFF’S OFFICE BUDGET REVIEW
The Board reviewed the proposed 2027 budget with Sheriff Brian Henderson and Undersheriff Chip Root.

ATTORNEY-CLIENT TIVE SESSION

Commissioner Moates moved to enter into a 10-minute executive session for attorney-client communication with the Board,
Assistant County Counselor Ethan Manke, Intern Abbie Miller, and County Clerk Taylor Brown present. The session was set to
return at 10:45 a.m. Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed unanimously. No action was taken.
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2027 BUDGET REVIEWS

e The Board set the Revenue Neutral Rate Hearing and Budget Hearing for August 24, 2026, at 10:00 a.m.
e The Board tabled the 2027 budget reviews with Auditor Gene Mense until July 20, 2026.

APPRAISE
e County Appraiser Delinda White discussed with the Board a vacant lot in Galena, Quick Reference R10583, that is
owned by the county and the taxes being paid on the property.
e County Appraiser Delinda White discussed Quick Reference R4949 with the Board and the need to change
ownership due to a clerical error.

E EME VIE
No action taken.

RECESS
Commissioner Moates moved to recess until 12:45 a.m. Commissioner Frazier seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

PIC BENEFIT SERVICES
Rhonda Fernandez discussed with the Board the benefit services her company offers.

ADJOURNMENT
At 1:26 p.m., Commissioner Moates moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed

unanimously.

ATTEST: Resolved and ordered this 20 day of July 2026.
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