CHEROKEE COUNTY
COMMISSIONER MINUTES

110 W. Maple St, Room 109, Columbus, KS 66725
Date: Monday June 22, 2026
Time: 9:00 A.M.

CONVENE
Chair Cory Moates called the regular session of the Cherokee County Board of Commissioners {the Board), to order at 9:00

AM on Monday, June 22, 2026, in the Commission Room, #109 of the Cherokee County Courthouse located at 110 W Maple
St., Columbus, Kansas. Commissioner Myra Frazier opened the meeting with prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Commissioners Cory Moates, Jack Garner, Myra Frazier, Assistant County Counselor Ethan Manke, Intern Abbie Miller,
County Deputy Clerk Michelle Mosler, Road and Bridge Supervisor Jr. Neal, Kathryn Harrington, Loren Harding, John Riggins,
Gerald Messer, Thomas Niegisch with the Columbus News Report, and Galena Sentinel Times Editor Machelle Smith were
present.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Commissioner Frazier moved to approve the minutes as presented from June 15, 2026, meeting. Commissioner Garner
seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

APPROVAL OF PAYROLL
Commissioner Moates moved to approve the payroll as presented. Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed
unanimously.

P VAL O BLES
Commissioner Frazier moved to approve the payables as presented. Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed
unanimously.

ROAD AND BRIDGE
e JohnRiggins, P.E., Vice President with Kirkham Michael Consulting Engineers, gave the Board an overview of what
the Maple Street Bridge Project will consist of. The Board will review the agreement.
e Road and Bridge Supervisor Jr. Neal provided an update on current projects.

RIVERTON SEALED BIDS
e The County received three sealed bids for the lease of FEMA property 7678 SE Watermelon Lane, Galena, KS 66739.
1. Dustin Brown submitted a bid of $2,501.00
2. Steven Perry submitted a bid of $3,100.00
3. Kelly Anderson submitted a bid of $1,000.00
e Commissioner Frazier moved to accept the bid from Steven Perry in the amount of $3,100.00 for the FEMA lease at
7678 SE Watermelon Lane, Galena, KS 66739. Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

EMERGENCY MANAGEME
Commissioner Moates moved to authorize Emergency Manager Lyle Grandy to purchase a laptop at a cost not to exceed
$2250.00. Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

NON-ELE D EL EXECUTIVE SESSION
e Commissioner Moates moved to enter into a 10-minute executive session for non-elected personnel with the Board,
Assistant County Counselor Ethan Manke, Intern Abbie Miller, Joe Holdenried and Derek Dick with Butkaty present.
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The session was set to return at 9:36 a.m. Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed unanimously. No action
was taken.

e Commissioner Moates moved to enter into a 5-minute executive session for non-elected personnel with the Board,
Assistant County Counselor Ethan Manke, Intern Abbie Miller, Joe Holdenried and Derek Dick with Butkaty present.
The session was set to return at 9:41 a.m. Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed unanimously. No action
was taken.

HE URANCE RENEWAL
Joe Holdenried and Derek Dick with Butkaty gave the Board an overview of the County’s health insurance plan and
discussed upcoming changes.

APPRAISER OFFICE NEW HIRE
Commissioner Moates moved to approve the hire of Krystal Heaton as an Office Assistant in the Appraiser’s Office, effective
June 15, 2026, at a rate of $15.00 per hour. Commissioner Frazier seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

ROAD RESTORATION AND EPA UPDATE
e Thomas Kalley, Project Manager with EPA, reviewed the Road Restoration Agreement Report for SE 90™ and
Blackjack Road.
e Thomas Kalley also updated the Board on future projects.

COUNTY TREASURER
County Treasurer, Heather Sapp, discussed a refund issue with the Board. No Action was taken.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT LEASE
Commissioner Moates moved to approve all future lease payments for the Health Department to be made electronically.
Commissioner Frazier seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

ROAD ISSUE
Warren Scott voiced concerns to the Board regarding the condition of NE Coalfield Road.

T Y-CLIENT EXECUTIVE SESSION
Commissioner Moates moved to enter into a 5-minute executive session for attorney client communication with the Board
and Assistant County Counselor Ethan Manke, Intern Abbie Miller, and County Clerk Taylor Brown present. The session was
setto return at 11:14 a.m. Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed unanimously. No action was taken.

E ITY EXECUTIVE SESSION
Commissioner Frazier moved to enter into a 10-minute executive session for security measures with the Board and Assistant
County Counselor Ethan Manke, Intern Abbie Miller, and County Clerk Taylor Brown present. The session was set to return at
11:26 a.m. Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed unanimously. No action was taken.
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HEALTH DEPARTMENT CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT

Commissioner Moates moved to authorize the Chair to sign the MCS Construction Agreement for the Health Department.
Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

EPA CONTRACT

Commissioner Moates moved to authorize Road and Bridge Supervisor Jr. Neal to sign the EPA Reimbursement Agreement.
Commissioner Frazier seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT
At 11:30 a.m., Commissioner Moates moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Frazier seconded. Motion passed

unanimously.

ATTEST: Resolved and ordered this 29 day of June 2026.
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