CHEROKEE COUNTY
COMMISSIONER MINUTES

110 W. Maple St, Room 109, Columbus, KS 66725
Date: Monday June 1, 2026
Time: 9:00 A.M.

CONVENE

Chair Cory Moates called the regular session of the Cherokee County Board of Commissioners (the Board), to order at 9:00
AM on Monday, June 1, 2026, in the Commission Room, #109 of the Cherokee County Courthouse located at 110 W Maple
St., Columbus, Kansas. County Deputy Clerk Michelle Mosler opened the meeting with prayer followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance. Commissioners Cory Moates, Jack Garner, Myra Frazier, Assistant County Counselor Ethan Manke, Intern Abbie
Miller, County Deputy Clerk Michelle Mosler, Road and Bridge Supervisor Jr. Neal, Health Department Director Peyton
Kessler, Kathryn Harrington, Emergency Management Director Lyle Grandy, Jeff Fischer, John Beitzinger, and Galena Sentinel
Times Editor Machelle Smith were present.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Commissioner Frazier moved to approve the minutes as presented from May 22, 2026, meeting. Commissioner Garner
seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

ATTORNEY-CLIENT EXECUTIVE SESSION
Commissioner Frazier moved to enter into a 10-minute executive session for attorney-client communication with the Board,

Assistant County Counselor Ethan Manke, and Intern Abbie Miller present. The session was set to return at 9:20 a.m.
Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed unanimously. No action was taken.

ROAD AND BRIDGE
e Commissioner Moates moved to issue a special check in the amount of $20,895.00 to Ratcliff Ranch for right-of-way
acquisition, clearing, and new fence construction to be paid from the Special Road and Bridge Fund. Commissioner
Garner seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
e Road and Bridge Supervisor Jr. Neal provided an update on current projects.

911 MAPPING & RIVERTON BIDS
e Commissioner Moates moved to publish notice in the newspaper that the County will be accepting bids for the
FEMA lease property located at 7678 SE Watermelon Lanee, Galena, KS 66739. Commissioner Garner seconded.
Motion passed unanimously.
e Discussion regarding the mapping issue was tabled until next week.

KDOT
Jeff Fischer, representing KDOT, reported that an all-way stop will be installed at K-26 and Old Highway 166. Installation is
expected to be completed by the end of the day.

REMOVAL OF NRP’S
e Commissioner Moates moved to permanently remove the Neighborhood Revitalization Program (NRP) designation
for the property located at 2207 Park Avenue, Baxter Springs, KS 66713, owned by Brandon Owens, due to late
payment of taxes. Commissioner Garner seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.
e Commissioner Moates moved to remove the Neighborhood Revitalization Program (NRP) designation for the
property located at 1602 N Indiana Avenue, Columbus, KS 66725, owned by Steven and Becky Burton, for a period
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of one year due to late payment of taxes. Commissioner Garner seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

e Commissioner Moates moved to remove the Neighborhood Revitalization Program (NRP) designation for the
property located at 1700 Dewey Avenue, Galena, KS 66739, owned by Wanda Taylor, for a period of one year due to
late payment of taxes. Commissioner Garner seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

e Commissioner Moates moved to remove the Neighborhood Revitalization Program (NRP) designation for the
property located at 1834 Garfield Avenue, Baxter Springs, KS 66713, owned by Brandon and Latisha Mailes, for a
period of one year due to the property’s value dropping below $20,000. Commissioner Frazier seconded the motion.
Motion passed unanimously.

¢ Commissioner Moates moved to remove the Neighborhood Revitalization Program (NRP) designation for the
property located at 305 E 17" Street, Baxter Springs, KS 66713, owned by Brandon and Latisha Mailes, for a period
of one year due to the property’s value dropping below $20,000. Commissioner Frazier seconded the motion. Motion
passed unanimously.

e Commissioner Moates moved to remove the Neighborhood Revitalization Program (NRP) designation for the
property located at 705 Cherokee Avenue, Baxter Springs, KS 66713, owned by Turner Long Term Rentals, LLC, for a
period of one year due to the property’s value dropping below $20,000. Commissioner Frazier seconded the motion.
Motion passed unanimously.

e Commissioner Moates moved to remove the Neighborhood Revitalization Program (NRP) designation for the
property located at 2102 S Main Street, Galena, KS 66739, owned by Paula Himes, for a period of one year due to the
property’s value dropping below $20,000. Commissioner Frazier seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

AAE APPROVALS
Commissioner Moates moved to approve the Chair signing the AAE’s as presented. Commissioner Garner seconded.
Motion passed unanimously.

RESOLUTION 01-2026
Commissioner Moates moved to amend Resolution 01-2026, Subsection 1, by changing the date from December 31, 2024,
to December 31, 2026. Commissioner Frazier seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

JULY 4™ HOLIDAY

Commissioner Moates moved to observe Independence Day by granting employees Monday, July 6, 2026, as a holiday. The
Board of County Commissioners will reschedule its regular meeting to Friday, July 3, 2026, at 8:00 a.m. Commissioner
Garner seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

2027 BUDGET REVIEWS

e HEALTH DEPARTMENT COUNTY BUDGET
The Board reviewed the proposed 2027 Health Department budget with Health Department Director Peyton Kessler
and Office Deputy Desira Hutchings.
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¢ HRCOUNTY BUDGET
The Board reviewed the proposed 2027 HR budget with HR Director Deana Randall.

e REGISTER OF DEEDS COUNTY BUDGET
The Board reviewed the proposed 2027 budget with Register of Deeds Karen Johnston.

° E OUNTY BUDGET
The Board reviewed the proposed 2027 budget with Cherokee County Treasurer Heather Sapp.

e COUNTY CLERK/ELECTIONS COUNTY BUDGET
The Board reviewed the proposed 2027 budget with Cherokee County Clerk Taylor Brown.

e CHEROKEE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE COUNTY BUDGET
The Board reviewed the proposed 2027 budget with Sheriff Brian Henderson and Undersheriff Chip Root.

NON-ELECTED PERSONNEL EXECUTIVE SESSION

Commissioner Moates moved to enter into a 5-minute executive session for non-elected personnel with the Board, Sheriff
Brian Henderson, and Under Sheriff Chip Root present. The session was set to return at 11:45 a.m. Commissioner Garner
seconded. Motion passed unanimously. No action was taken.

2027 BUDGET REVIEWS CONTINUED

e NOXIOUS WEED
The Board reviewed the proposed 2027 budget with Noxious Weed Supervisor JC Parsons.

e ROAD AND BRIDGE
The Board reviewed the proposed 2027 budget with Road and Bridge Superintendent Jr. Neal and Office Administrator
Joni Hicks.

e CHEROKEE COUNTY ATTORNEY COUNTY BUDGET
The Board reviewed the proposed 2027 budget with County Attorney Kurt Benecke.

o CHEROKEE COUNTY EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES BUDGET
The Board reviewed the proposed 2027 budget with Ambulance Director Terry Clugston.

e D T RTAND JURY
Representatives were not present for the scheduled budget review. The Board will reschedule the review for next
week.
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ADJOURNMENT
At 1:34 p.m., Commissioner Moates moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed

unanimously.

ATTEST: Resolved and ordered this 8 day of June 2026.
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