CHEROKEE COUNTY
COMMISSIONER MINUTES

110 W. Maple St, Room 109, Columbus, KS 66725
Date: Monday May 11, 2026
Time: 9:00 A.M.

CONVENE

Chair Cory Moates called the regular session of the Cherokee County Board of Commissioners (the Board), to order at 9:00
AM on Monday, May 11, 2026, in the Commission Room, #109 of the Cherokee County Courthouse located at 110 W Maple
St., Columbus, Kansas. Commissioner Cory Moates opened the meeting with prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Commissioners Cory Moates, Jack Garner, Myra Frazier, Assistant County Counselor Ethan Manke, County Deputy Clerk
Michelle Mosler, Road and Bridge Supervisor Jr. Neal, Health Department Director Peyton Kessler, Kathryn Harrington, Toni
Spieth, John Beitzinger , Ross King, Thomas Niegisch, Galena Sentinel Times Editor Machelle Smith, and Columbus News
Report employee Tanya Woolsey were present.

APP OF MINUTES
Commissioner Frazier moved to approve the minutes as presented from May 4, 2026, meeting. Commissioner Garner
seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

APPROVAL OF PAYROLL
Commissioner Moates moved to approve the payroll as presented. Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed
unanimously.

APPROVAL OF PAYABLES
Commissioner Moates moved to approve the payables as presented. Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed
unanimously.

ROAD AND BRIDGE
e Commissioner Moates moved to approve the hire of Skylar England as Utility Operator, effective May 11, 2026, at a
rate of $16.00 per hour. Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
e Commissioner Moates moved to approve the hire of Aaron Nino as Utility Operator, effective May 11, 2026, at a rate
of $16.00 per hour. Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
e Road and Bridge Supervisor Jr. Neal provided an update on current projects.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT LEASE EEMENT
e County Counsel Ethan Manke stated he was making the finishing touches on the lease agreement and anticipated it
would be ready later that day.
e Commissioner Moates moved to authorize County Counsel Ethan Manke and Health Department Director Peyton
Kessler to enter into a construction contract for the Health Department. Commissioner Frazier seconded. Motion
passed unanimously.

PECIAL MEETING/WORK SE WITH PLANNING COMMISSION
Commissioner Moates moved to approve a special meeting/work session with the Planning Commission on Tuesday, May
19, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. in the courthouse breakroom. Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

PLANNING COMMISSION BY-LAWS
Tabled until the May 18, 2026, meeting.
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ATTORNEY-CLIENT EXECUTIVE SESSION

Commissioner Moates moved to enter into a 10-minute executive session for attorney client communication with the Board
and Assistant County Counselor Ethan Manke, and Treasurer Heather Sapp present. The session was set to return at 9:48
a.m. Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed unanimously. No action was taken.

ATT EY-CLIENT EXECUT ESSION

Commissioner Moates moved to enter into a 10-minute executive session for attorney client communication with the Board,
Assistant County Counselor Ethan Manke present. The session was set to return at 9:35 a.m. Commissioner Garner
seconded. Motion passed unanimously. No action was taken.

PLANNIN CE AGREEMENT
Commissioner Moates moved to approve the Planning Services Agreement with Confluence in the amount of $46,500, plus
a $9,000 contingency, to be paid from ARPA funds. Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

KDOT
Jeff Fischer with KDOT provided an update of various projects being completed throughout the county.

AAE’S
Commissioner Moates moved to approve the AAE’s as presented. Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed
unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT
At10:27 a.m., Commissioner Frazier moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Garner seconded. Motion passed
unanimously.

ATTEST: Resolved and ordered this 18 day of May 2026.
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